POPULAR TALES

double the usual quantity of forged notes during the ensuing
month. Upon this condition, he obtained the supply for which
he solicited. Upon his return home, he locked up the forged
notes as usual in his escritoire. It happened the very next
morning that Mrs. la Mode, the milliner, called upon Mrs.
Ludgate. The ruling passion still prevailed, notwithstanding
the miserable state to which this lady was reduced. Even
palsy could not deaden her personal vanity: her love of dress
survived the total loss of her beauty; she became accustomed
to the sight of her distorted features, and was still anxious to
wear what was most genteel and becoming. Mrs. la Mode
had not a more constant visitor.

'How are you, Mrs. Ludgate, this morning?5 said she.
' But I need not ask, for you look surprising well I just
called to tell you a bit of a secret, that I have told to nobody
else; but you being such a friend and a favourite, have a right
to know it. You must know, I am going next week to bring
out a new spring hat; and I have made one of my girls bring
it up, to consult with you before anybody else, having a great
opinion of your taste and judgment: though it is a thing that
must not be mentioned, because it would ruin me with Mrs.
Pimlico, who made me swear she should have the first sight.'

Flattered by having the first sight of the spring hat, Mrs.
Ludgate was prepossessed in its favour; and, when she tried
it on, she thought it made her look ten years younger. In
short, it was impossible not to take one of the hats, though it
cost three guineas, and was not worth ten shillings.

4 Positively, ma'am, you must patronise my spring hat,' said
the milliner.

Mrs. Ludgate was decided by the word patronise: she took
the hat, and desired that it should be set down in her bill: but
Mrs. la Mode was extremely concerned that she had made a
rule, nay a vow, not to take anything but ready money for the
spring hats ; and she could not break her vow, even for her
favourite Mrs. Ludgate. This was at least a prudent resolution
in the milliner, who had lately received notice from Mr. Lud-
gate not to give his wife any goods upon credit, for that he was
determined to refuse payment of her bills. The wife, who was
now in a weak state of health, was not able as formerly to fight
her battles with her husband upon equal terms. To cunning,
the refuge of weakness, she had recourse ; and she considered
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